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Voter Registration: The Need for Reform
state Convention got off to a fast start (Friday, April 23)
with a workshop from National. Kathy Shulman, Becky Weaver
and Becky Cain led a spirited and substantive session on the
League's current major focus: Advocate for the Voter. This
c ^ a i g n will encompass reform legislation on voter registra
tion, canq>aign finance and other issues. As a result of the
workshop, Nancy Taylor and Helen Gibbins of our League wrote
the following Iptter, urging Senator Rockefeller's support
of voter i:^gistration reform. Because it covers this first
issue so well, we reprint it here for your information.

••SUIOIER FUN for 198?” will
soon be hot off the press
and distributed through the
schools, Park Board, Cham
ber of Commerce, Visitors
Bureau, libraries, doctor^^
offices, etc. Tou*ll re
ceive a copy by mail.

May 3, 1989
Dear^ Senator Rockefeller,
The League of women Voters is supporting a national caiaipaign
to ease voter registration. Surveys have shown that barriers to
voter registration account for the main reason for our country’s
low participation in elections.
-

This project
has been fea
tured ^ the
media in the
HERALD-^)ISPATCH and TRI
STATE SHOPPERS GUIDE, and
on TV where spokesperson
Sue Davis teamed up' with
Janice McNeamey on WSAZTV 3 and then again with
Marcia Doua&t on WOWK TV 13.

m

The National Voter Registration Act has been introduced in the
House of Representatives.
The key element of the bill is the
"motor voter" provision, whenever an eligible voter applies for,
renews, or changes an .address on a driver's license or hondriver
ID. card^ the person will automatically be registered to vote. This
legislation would Apply to federal elections in all states.
With nearly 90% of all adults possessing driver's licenses or
ID licenses,
"motor voter"
registration would substantially
increase voter registration rates.
For those not on the license
list, the bill provides for mail registration and registration at
governmental and nongovernmental agencies.
some requirements
of "motor voter"
registration includes
changes of address would be automatic,
the i.ndividual making the
application
may
decline
to
register
to vote,
the voter
registration portion can not require extraneous information, and
citizens may still be removed from voter lists for the same
reasons as in the present West Virginia code. However, voters
registered under "motor voter" will not be purged a^s long as they
maintain valid licenses.

Thanks to all involved and
especially chairman Rose
Riter.
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ATTENTION WASTE WATCHERS '
BETTE BISHOP, member of
the Cabell Cxsunty So3d.d
Waste Authority, reports
that this new b<^y is
now operative and active,
meeting at present on a
weekly schedule.
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States
will
continue
their
responsibility.
for
voter
registration,
subject to new requirements for federal elections.
The registration books will be closed for an adequate period of
time before^ the election, as in present laws.
'
We have seen how inadequate voter registration is in West
Virginia.
Some time ago there was house-to-house registration
every four years, but tha^ was deleted by the legislature. It was
hoped that post card registration would encourage more people to
register;,^
post cards are not easily available to all
prospective voters, in Cabell County the courthouse is closed by
4:30 pm and on Saturdays. Therefore,
it is difficult for working
people to register. **
The^ "motor voter" registration law .is the -beginning of our
national campaign to encourage a higher perqentage of- voting in
our country. United,States
is last ’among democratic countries an
election participation,
we must make all efforts to improve our
participation in elections. We know we can count ^on your support.
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- to NICK RAHALL, our Congress
man, whose support of HR 15
•
— the National Voter Regis
tration Act — brings him
praise not only from our
League but all the LWV's
of West Virginia!
- to VIRGINIA fWSLEY, our
Public Relations chairman,
for her effective work
publicizing ’’Sunnier Pun”
and the LWVWV State Conven
tion in Huntington.
- t o YVONNE FEHGWSON, who
made all the local arrange
ments for State Coiivention
and followed through every
step of the way during that
successful two-day event.
- to DOROTHY FISHER, ;dio held
the post Vof ’’Publications”
on our Board for the past
four years, and to BERNICE
STEIHN, who has now accepted
that position.
- to FRANCK mJDDLESTON, our
Voters Service chair, who
compiled and distiibuted
Voter Information flyers for
Milton and Barboursville.

LWV ENDORSES TWO
There are three amendmenta to be
voted on in the Special Election
on September 9. Teo of them are
in line with League poeitiona,
and the League endorsee their
ratification; one ixifolvea issues
on idiich the League do^ not have
a position, so ee remain neutral
on it*
Listed below are the 3 amendmente
and our positions. lou are en
couraged to become familiar with
them; a good source will be arti
cles in the state VOTER. Also if
you know of organisations that
would like a speaker to explain
the issues, call Nancy Taylor,
522-3361, to arrange it.
Amendment
LWV
1. Education
2. County Gor»t.
3* Better Gror*t.
(apptd TB. elctd)

endorses
....
yes
yes

IN CASE YOU MISSED OUT
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Instead of a regular meeting in April,
League members
attended the
school board,
city council,
and parks and
recreation board meetings. Those of us who attended the meetings
learned better how government works and what the real issues are.
If you would like to be a regular observer at city council
meetings, contact Nancy Taylor,
522-3361. If you would like to
attend
school board meetings, call Mary Robson, 523-0270, for
information. She attends most of the meetings.
City Council There were several interesting issues on the agenda
at the meeting but the one which generated the most discussion
was the "horse ordinance"
-- "Prohibiting the use of horses
within the police department without prior approval of council
and prohibiting the expenditure of city funds thereon". The
ordinance passed 8 to 3 .
Although most of the public believed the "horse" vote was
on whetner the Huntington police department should use horse
patrols, the "horse" ordinance was actually an interpretation of
the city charter. Those favoring the ordinance believed that city
council's budget prerogatives had been subverted by the mayor.
The council had chosen not to budget for the horse patrol (partly
due to lack of all the information which council members had
requested); however,
the mayor decided to use horse patrols
anyway from private donations. The council would be budget;ing the
salaries and benefits of the police officers on horses so the
ordinance proponents
felt that the issue was within the purview
of city council.
Those
opposing
the
ordinance
believed
that
under
Huntington's Strong Mayor charter,
all administration by the
mayor should be under his jurisdiction and clearly the police
department fits that category.
Therefore, because the ordinance
interfered with police department administration,
it was not
consistent with the Strong Mayor form of government. (At the time
of this mailing, the mayor had vetoed the "horse ordinance" but
the vote on whether the council would override the veto had not
yet bean taken.)
— -Another item on the agenda was a public hearing on charter
changes proposed by the charter board. These changes were for
"cleanup" and clarification. Because no one sent objections to
the changes to the council, there will be no need for an election
on the charter changes;
They will be enacted by ordinance. The
charter board has one more year to serve so there may be mere
changes suggested later.
School Board Meeting "Delegations to be heard" took up the first
hour and half of the board meeting. Parents talked about a severe
discipline problem at one of the sc.iools, the use of TV in the
classroom, excusing seniors from taking final tests if they have
performed well,
and achievement
in schools.
Businesses from
Milton still protested the closing of Milton Junior High. Because
staff members are asked to respond to the statements, those
attending school board meetings learn about Cabell County's
programs, policies, and procedures.
The board adopted Language arts textbooks
for the next six
years. We discovered how much work goes in bo adopting textbooks
and how dedicated the teachers are in selecting the ones most
appropriate for Cabell County's schools.
The
board
also adopted
a remedial education grant
application for training selected teachers
in remediation for
those students not eligible for chapter I and Special Education.
Parks and Recreation Board The board approved an application to
the state for a grant to the Madie Carroll Society to repair the
home. Future uses of the home will be as a museum and a community
center.
Some objecticns were raised on using horse patrols in the
par.ks because of damage zo the ground and the present congestion
in Ritter Park.
A citizen who lives near Ritter Park cabled attention to
problems in the amphitheater area--the use of the road as a drag
strip, drug and alcohol problems, and congestion on Me Coy Road.
The Park Board agreed to block off the road leaving the
amphitheater area.
An agreement between the city and the park board was
executed to allow the city to use Rotary Park property for a new*
communications tower for the 911 system.
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"Dump on BFI"
Saturday, May 13
10 AM - 4 PM

To help clean up Cabell County, BFI offers a day of free dumping.
Bring trash to Kyle Industrial Park, Houte 2 north of Huntington.
Large things OK and welcome. Bag or box loose trash. No hazar
dous waste, no batteries. For more info, call 525-I63I.

LWV Meeting
Monday, May 15

"Update: human relations legislation as it affects Cabell County."
Speaker: Sally Lind, a native West Virginian, graduate of Alderson-Bix)addus College, and currently Investigator/CoTinselor with
the Huntington Human Relatiwis Commission. Enslow Park Presby
terian Church.

Workshop
May 15-19

"Adults in Transition," MU Community College.
call Janice McNeamey, 696-3OI6.

V O T E } I !
Tuesday, June 6

General Elections - — Huntington and Barboursville.'

Huntington Hearing
Tuesday,. June 6

Regional Hearing for Governor's Task Force bn children, youth
and families. For exact time and place, call Conmunity Services
Roundtable, 529”2600. Big turnout needed!

Deadline
Early August

If you need to register to vote in the September 9 special elec
tion . . .

Planning Meeting
Monday, August 14

LWV Board Planning Meeting, at Nancy' Taylor's. Visitors welcome.
Call Nancy, 522-3361, if ^ou'd like to participate.

V O T E !

Special statewide election on 3 amendments.
Endorses Two."

! !

Saturday, Sept. 9

For infonnation,

See article: "LWV
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NAMES inthO NEWS
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At our Annual Meeting, nembers
voted to increase yearly dues
to $30 per person (S45 i^or two
in one household). Dues are
payable April 1st,
If you*d like to Join the League,
send your check for dues with
your name, address and phone to
Lila Thompson^ .

League of Women Voters
2738 Washington Blvd,
Huntington, WV 25705

Betty. Sarreti: testified to the
U.S. House of Representatives Educatioa and Labor Committee.
Betty
solicited
inforoiation
from
cpunty
agencies
and
orcaniziticns, including the League, to prepare the statement.
The League's
input concerned the necessity for adult basiceducation. .
Vicky Shaffer,
director of TTA, testified to the House of
Repre3enta11ves Appropria’11cns Committee in support of funding
for mass transit for small systems. Tile League supports transit
systems to promote energy savings and access to housing and jobs.

At a recent meeting of the WV Association of Coraraunity Mental Health/
Mental Retardation programs, B^^tera Center received 4 awards, one Of which
went to our Beth Bauseman as the Outstanding Board Member in the state,
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